Please Note: Photos (High Res.), captions, credits, a promo/trailer (embedded and downloadable), and a full length, press-preview screener are all available in the pressroom of New Mexico PBS at: http://www.newmexicopbs.org/pressroom    The producers are available for interviews. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FOR  IMMEDIATE RELEASE:   (Date)
(Station Logo)
Presents

TAMING NEW MEXICO

A New Mexico PBS Original Production
_____________________________________

(Airdate/Time, Channel)
(City, State) ---   (Station               )  presents a new hour-long program exploring the history, issues,& human drama that shaped New Mexico’s Federal judicial system and parts of the American West.  
TAMING NEW MEXICO, a New Mexico PBS Original Production, airs on 
( Day  /  Date  /  Time  )      on    (Station / Channel)  _____.  TAMING NEW MEXICO is narrated by Sam Donaldson, veteran ABC News journalist & broadcaster.
TAMING NEW MEXICO canvasses centuries of New Mexico History. The film documents how New Mexico transitioned from the Colonial era, through the period of Spanish-Mexican rule of law, the Territorial period to statehood, and up to today’s American legal system.

TAMING NEW MEXICO chronicles the pivotal cases, significant issues, and powerful personalities that shaped and transformed New Mexico’s legal and cultural landscape.

Through this unique history, viewers get a glimpse of what it means to administer justice in the 21st century.

TAMING NEW MEXICO features an outstanding array of voices (please see the list below), including Paul Hutton, Distinguished UNM Professor and noted New Mexico historian, who has appeared in numerous PBS specials, providing insight into background of the American West.

“New Mexico PBS is proud to continue uncovering and sharing some of the great stories – past and present – from around New Mexico,” said Franz Joachim, General Manager and CEO, New Mexico PBS. “We are fortunate to be part of so many communities with deep historical and cultural experiences.  The concepts of fairness, justice, and law are stories which people everywhere can appreciate. New Mexico PBS is proud to share some of these stories in TAMING NEW MEXICO with people around the state, the region, and nationally.”
"After watching TAMING NEW MEXICO, you'll have a much better understanding of why 
New Mexico is the way it is today,” said producer Anthony DellaFlora. “Establishing law and order here has never been an easy task. Viewers will also get a rare chance to meet the people behind the bench, learn about the challenges they face, and understand why they play such a vital role in our democracy."

Show Interviewees: 
· Retired U.S. District Judge Bruce Black

· Sr. U.S. District Judge James Parker

· Chief U.S. District Judge M. Christina Armijo

· U.S. District Judge James Browning

· U.S. District Judge Robert Brack

· Paul Hutton, Distinguished UNM Professor

· Robert Torrez, former New Mexico State Historian

· Rick Hendricks, New Mexico State Historian

· Maureen Sanders, civil rights attorney

· Phil Davis, civil rights attorney

· Kevin Washburn, UNM law professor

· Mark Lee Gardner, author, "To Hell On a Fast Horse"

· Frances Levine, author of "Doña Teresa Confronts the Spanish Inquisition: 
A Seventeenth Century New Mexico Drama"

The Producers of TAMING NEW MEXICO are Anthony DellaFlora and Michael Kamins.  Executive Producer: Michael Kamins. 
Funding for TAMING NEW MEXICO was provided in part by the U.S. District Court of 
New Mexico, Bench & Bar Fund.  Additional funding was provided by: Dixon, Scholl, Carrillo P.A.;  Will Ferguson & Associates;   Holt, Mynatt, Martinez P.C.; Modrall, Sperling, Roehl, Harris & Sisk, P.A.; and Rodey, Dickason, Sloan, Akin & Robb, P.A.
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New Mexico PBS

Celebrating over 55 years of service, New Mexico PBS (KNME & KNMD-TV) serving most of 

New Mexico and the Navajo Nation, broadcasts a wide array of nature, history, current affairs, health, performance, children's, educational and entertainment programs. New Mexico PBS produces NEW MEXICO IN FOCUS, COLORES! and a variety of specials. New Mexico PBS operates 5 digital broadcast channels: 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 9.1, and 9.2. New Mexico PBS is co-licensed to the University of New Mexico (UNM) and Albuquerque Public Schools (APS). www.newmexicopbs.org
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